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E-mail us at sdmagéeree com е Fax us at 203-353-2855 
Write us ас SmockDown! Magazine, c/o Managing Editor, РО. Box 3859, Stamford, CT 06905 


Dear Editor, 
Wow! | can't tell you how much 1 
enjoyed the article on Rob Van Dam 
("Good Karma") in the August issue 
of SmackDown! Magazine. | think it's 
the best article vou guys have ever 
published. There's so much more to 
Van Dam than what you see in the 
ring on Thursday nights, and I'm glad 
it was captured in the article. | hope 
he wins the WWE Championship real 
soon. 
Gloria Hernandez 
Oxnard, CA 


Dear Editor, 
As a longtime subscriber to WWE mag- 
azines, | was considering canceling my 
subscription to SmackDown! Magazine 
and just keeping my Raw Magazine 
subscription (Raw Magazine rocks!). 
Then, you put RVD on the cover. Well, 
you changed my mind! | love геза- 
ing about Superstars away from the 
arena and this article had it all. Of 
course, RVD has it all, too! Негез to 
SmackDown!’s Мо. 1 free spirit—the 
best Superstar in the world today. 
Shea Townsend 
Bangor, ME 


Hey Rules | 


Dear Editor, 
Thanks for the great pictorial of 
Rey Mysterio ("Sky King," August 
SmackDown!) There's no doubt in 
my mind that he's the most exciting 
Superstar on SmackDown! It would be 
great if you could do a pictorial on a 
Superstar every month. l'd love to see 
one of Rico, Eddie Guerrero and John 
Cena. Ihanks, and keep up the good 
Sandy Muester 
Bloomington, ІМ 











Dear Editor, 

| couldn't have been more pleased 
ta see the great Blackjack Mulligan in 
the August issue, | was there the day 
he and Blackjack Lanza won the tag 
team titles in Philadelphia in 1975. 
They were bia, strona, rawboned, and 


| thought they'd never lose. Of course, 

they did, to Tony Parisi and Louis 

Cerdan a few months later. Still, | 

consider the Blackjacks as one of the 
greatest tag teams ever. 

Johnny Cuzart 

Philadelphia, PA 





Dear Editor, 
What in the world is wrong with you 
quys? René Duprée is the hottest ris- 
ing star on all of 5mackDown! and you 
quys have only written one story about 
him all year! Are you biased against 
the Quebec Phenom? | realize most 
American fans dislike him, but that 
doesn't mean you should ignore him. 
Show some dignity and write some 
articles оп Dupree, the future WWE 

Champion! 
Kurt Мепа! 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


Kidman Gets His Due 


Dear Editor, 
It’s about time you featured the hottest 
and coolest Superstar in the world 
today, Billy Kidman (“Му Favorite 
Match: Crutserweight Chaos," August 
SmackDown). The match he won at 
Starrcade іп 1998 is also one of my 
favorites. | think he's terribly underrat- 
ed and should get a chance to fight for 
the WWE Championship. How about 
putting a poster of Kidman in one of 
your upcoming issues? 
Michelle Markus 
Glen Rock, MJ 


Rico-Mania 


Dear Editor, 
I'm so glad you now run “Rico's 
Runway" in SmackDown! Magazine. 
For my money, he's out-of-this-world 
handsome as well as stylish. Every 
month, | look forward to reading his 
calumn. It's funny and informative. Do 
you think he could give a few beauty 
tips to go along with whatever else he 
has to say? | would certainly love to 
hear what he thinks about clothes, 
grooming and accessories. 

Sandy Jones, 

Dubuque, ІА 
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Features 





10 Meet the Real Kurt Angle 


Angle ved to the world, ond now 115 time to pay. Find out 
ӨШ about his undying haired for Eddie Guerrero, and how 
it will cone ta a head at SummerSlam, Plus. eur exclusive 
fen intervievl 


71 ThrowBack Time 


Recently John Cena had Ehe chance to visit the heod. 

quarters of Mitchell & Ness, the company thet makes 

ail those cool hols and jerseys ће wears. SmackDown! 
Magazine was there, ond we have exclusive piel 


22 French Phenom 


ance arriving on SmackDown!, René Duprée has 
revivented himself, leaving his tag-team roots behind to 
become а (ор singles contender, We spoke to Mr. Duprée, 
спо you might be surprised at what he had to say! 


20 Ranking the Bad Guys 


Bock in the July пзие, we asked for your votes an the 
geectest нат i WWE history, and alter гаћита 
them all up, it time to announce the big winners! 


38 n Doesn't Get Any Stranger 


WWE has hod more than its fair share of outrageous 
Superstars, but we managed to somehow Бой if down 
го the 25 том unforgettable of the bunch. From the 
Red Rooster to the Gobbledy Gooker, they're ай here. 


30 The Bronze Warrior 





Smacktalk 
The Lowdown 





From the Land of the Rish NL ит, Kenzo ШРШ has 
invaded SmackDown!, and heaven helo the rest of the 
raster. Find out all about how this ruthless Superstar 
learned the rapes. 


Cover Photo: Rich Freeda 


‘Rico's Runway 
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Review 
Flashback Photo 


unzio and Johnny "The Bull" 
WStamboli appear to have 
put their mischievous ways 
behind them. The pair recently 
paid a visit to an elementary 
school and volunteered to 
give some class lectures. Our 
reporter qot a peek at their les- 
son plan, which seemed to be 
very educational. Nunzio was 
found teaching а second-grade 
class the meaning of earning 
money through embezzle- 
ment, and Stamboli paid a 
visit to fourth-graders, where 
he held a heated discussion on 
the topic of extortion. In a truly 
| noble act, they even hela ап 
| assembly for middle-schoolers, 
| where they showed a video 
about the safety of buckling 
your seatbelts when making a 
quick getaway. 


ТИЙ LATINO REUNION? 


"ddie Guerrero and 
| Chavo Guerrero Jr. 
| were seen backstage 


CRUISERWEIGHT | 


INVITATIONAL 


umerous backstage sources are reporting 

thal many cruiserweights are petitioning for 

another Cruiserweight Invitational match. 
The first-ever Invitational was held at WrestieMania 
AX and was among the more memorable encoun- 
ters of the night, This time, however, they are 
reportedly calling for a battle royal—one where 
elimination would only occur by pinfall or submis- 
sion, High-flyers like Billy Kidman, Rey Mysteno 
and Shannon Moore can take advantage of this, 
executing top rope maneuvers wilhout fear of 


exchanging pleasant- 
пес before a recent 
SmackDown! live event. 
It would seem that 
since Chavo Classic 
made his departure, 
Eddie and Chavo may 
be looking to reunite 
sometime soon in the 
spirit of family unity. 
Perhaps the two miss 
the times spent lying, 
cheating and stealing 


elimination. This type of match would allow 
participants to sneak outside the nng to retrieve 
tables and ladders, using them as tools to perform 
riskier moves. 


together. Going after the WWE Тад Т lea T aP had kept them 
together in the рай, and nothing would make the Guerrero household 
prouder than to see the two shining stars as champions together again. 
Slay tuned to SmackDown! to see what happens next in this family зада, 
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NEED Hi HOT STOCKS? 


JOHN “BRADSHAW” 
| iex "Bradshaw" Layfield will entertain 
questions regarding his near 10-year 


career іп WWE, his greatest matches, 


and his financial success. What better 
subject to follow the amazing success 
of the first two fan interviews? We 
want your questions for the fastest- 
rising blue-chipper on SmackDown! 
Send your questions to: 


"Ask [BL 

SmackDown! Magazine 

c/o World Wrestling Entertainment 
1241 East Main St. 

Stamford, CT 06902 


Or e-mail: зОМа giavnwe.com 
(Subject: "Ask JBL”) 


Pick up a copy of the December issue 

of 5mackDown! Magazine to see if 

John "Bradshaw" Layfield answered 
your question! 


| also been giving back to his community. He has a good 
| amount of money left from his Aunt Lucille, who passed 
| away over a year ago, and has been putting it to good 





n. of press time, there were rumors that announce 
адио of Michael Cole and Tazz may turn into a three- 
man team. It would seem that Funaki, a dedicated 
member of the SmackDown! backstage team, may Бе 
the frontrunner for this position. Although Funaki is still 
an active competitor, he enjoys conducting backstage 
interviews, revealing info that no other announcer has 
been able to get Superstars to confess, and giving fans 
more than they ever could want. If there indeed turns 
out be a third man added to the tandem of Cole and 
Tazz, Funaki may well be the man holding the mic. 





















unzio and Johnny Stamboli are not the only ones 
who are involved in charitable acts. Jamie Noble has 















use after separating with his ех-дігітегкі, Nidia. He was 
seen at his old ae r por residence cutting a check 
for a 10- toot- tall televi 
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Really for 
Teddy? най 
to The Chief 


Don't hate on Theodore R. Long. 
He's à man on a mission. And, as of July, 
he's been given the greatest platform 
of all from which to further that mis- 
sion. It may take a while to get used to 
the sight of Long parading around as 






SmackDown! commissioner, but | sug- | 


gest you get used to it, because he's not 
going anywhere. And |, tor one, couldn't 
be happier. 

Not since the days of Bobby "The 
Brain" Heenan and "The Mouth of the 
South" jimmy Hart has a professional 
mouthpiece caused this kind of contro- 
versy and done such an excellent job of 
getting his points across as Long. Love 
him or hate him, you have to admire 
the way he can capture the attention 
of a crowd and hold it for as long as he 
wants. 

Ever since he relinquished his offi- 
ciating position last year for the more 


glamorous world of managing, Long | 


has gone on to become one of WWE's 
more intriguing figures. First making 
waves on Raw with protégés like Rodney 
Mack and Jazz, Long made the ju 
to SmackDown! in the draft lottery last 
spring, and hasn't looked back, What пе 
has accomplished with Mark narak 

nothing short of astonishing. When Long 
first approached Jindrak, the Superstar 
was coming off a tag-team partnership 
with Garrison Cade and struggling to 
find himself in the singles division. With 


i га 


Long at his side, he was transformed | 
into the "Reflection of Perfection," and | 


went on a very impressive undefeated 
streak on Velocity, 

The magic that Long is capable с! 
will surely be translated to the entire 
SmackDown! franchise now that he 15 al 
the helm of the operation. He may not 
nave been as high-profile as Stephanie 
McMahon and Kurt Angle, or have as 
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much experience гип» 
ning a wrestling com- 
pany as Paul Heyman, 
but don't underestimate 
this cagey veteran. Long 
has refereed and man- 
aged since the 19805, 
guiding the careers of 
men like Undertaker, 
Faaroog and Sycho Sid. 
In that time, he's devel- 
oped one of the keen- 
est, most focused minds 
in sports-entertainment 


today. 
His comments have 
often been inflam- 


matory, and his entire 
demeanor is enough 10 
send fans into a спо- 
rus of boos, But Teddy 
Long has been able to 
turn that into momen- 
Lum—for himself, and 
Гог those with whom he 
has chosen to associate. 
He has helped empower 
those who he felt were 
being "held down by 
The Man." He's defended 
them against those who 
insist оп consuming а 
steady diet о? "Hater- 
ade.” Ihe energy пе саг- 
ries has been transferred 


ла 
е 
го others and nas made 


Мом, that energy 
will be transferred to 
5mackDown! as a whole, 
You may not agree with 
all the decisions he's 
made thus far—even | 
haven't. But has there 
ever been a leader on 
any — level— national, | 
local, corporate or otherwise—whose 
every move was absolutely beyond 
reproach? Of course not. 

One thing you can count on 15 that 
Theodore R. Long will take a stand. He 
won't be afraid to make his feelings 
known. He'll speak out loud and clear, 


for everyone to hear. And while he's 








By Brian Solomon 
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doing that, | quarantee you won't be 
able to take your eyes off him. 

In short, Theodore R. Long will be 
the embodiment of what the 19th cen- 
tury British Prime Minister Benjamin 
Disraeli once said: "With words we gov- 
ern men." 

Ya feel me, playa? Ш 
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. WrestleMania Ill 

. SummerSlam "99 

. WrestleMania VI 

. In Your House: А Cold Day in Hell 
. Royal Rumble "91 

. King of the Ring '99 

. Bad Blood '97 

. SummerSlam “94 


. Тһе Wrestling Classic 
10. SummerSlam "D? 
. Vengeance 03 
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. Richmond Coliseum 
Kiel Center 

. Pepsi Center 

. United Center 
SkyDome 
Copps Coliseum 

. Target Center 
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. Nassau Coliseum 
Orlando Arena 
Rosemont Horizon 

. Тһе Mecca 

Meadowlands Arena 


= 


i. Greensboro Coliseum 
N. Miami Arena 
. Pontiac Silverdome 


. Andre the Giant 

. Stan Stasiak 

. Hulk Hogan 

. Kurt Angle 

. Bob Backlund 

. Sycho Sid 

. Shawn Michaels 

. Тһе Rock 

. Iron Sheik 

J. Bruno Sammartino 
|. Pedro Morales 

. Bret “Hit Man” Hart 
- Randy Savage 
4. Eddie Guerrero 

15. John "Bradshaw" Layfield 
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By Brian Solomon 





ere held: 


Iron Sheik 
Shawn Michaels 


, Buddy Rogers 
. Brock Lesnar 


Ric Flair 
Bret "Hit Man" Hart 


. Ted DiBiase 
. Bob Backlund 


Mankind 

"superstar" Billy Graham 
Ivan Koloff 

The Rock 


. Pedro Morales 
. Eddie Guerrero 
. Hulk Hogan 
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In collaboration with the “Most 
Outrageous Superstars" feature published 
in this very issue, | have decided to put 
together a little list of my own. 

А5 | lay here half asleep in my most 
comfortable Cashmere robe and velvet 
slippers, I've decided to take a look at 
10 individuals/tag teams who changed 
the face of sports-entertainment forever, 
These are men with wardrobes so 
distasteful and repulsive that they were 
actually good examples of how not 
to dress. And not to say that many 
of today’s Superstars aren’t complete 
fashion nightmares, but most of them 
pale in comparison to the ones discussed 
below. 

10. Man Mountain Rock: | 
don't even know where to begin. This 
overweight behemoth wore psychedelic 
tights that were two sizes too small and 


made him look like a hippy sausage. ' 


ve heard wearing ugly tie-dyed 
paraphemaka with bright red hair is 
actually against the law in several states, 
so he should have been arrested on the 
spot and locked up without bail. 

9. The Killer Bees: You have to 
wonder what would possess two grown 
men to wear matching black-and- 
yellow bumblebee trunks. Either they 
found their gear at a garage sale for 
a really good price, or they actually 
thought they might frighten opponents 
by wiggling their derneres in the air 
and threatening to sting with their 
imaginary stingers. 

B. Tugboat Thomas: А 380-pound 
man should not be wearing a horizontal- 
striped tank top in the first place, but 
when it's a red-and-white sailor shirt 
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with white pants, that's completely 
inexcusable, | don't know who advised 
Tugboat to dress himself like that, but 
they should have been taken out to sea 
and left there. 

7. Doink the Clown: Perhaps the 


| most amusing Superstar of all time, 


Doink was a real barrel of laughs. But 
the reason people chuckled at him 
wasn't because of his antics, 
because they couldn't understand how 
anyone with even а touch of style 
would ever wear a green wig and multi- 


colored bodysuit. He still makes me | 


laugh just thinking about it. 

6. The Bushwhackers: ІІ vou 
think the Dudley Boyz were the first 
team to rock tasteless gray-and-white 
camouflage pants, you're dead wrong. 
Years earlier, the filthy, toothless 
Bushwhackers innovated this God-awful 
look while they licked peoples heads 
and pounded down cans of disqusting 
sardines. | quess that when it came to 
fashion, Butch & Luke had no taste or 
sense of smell. 

5. Giant Gonzalez: Here we have 
an 8-foot tall giant, wearing a skin-tight 
muscle suit with huge fur shoulder 
pads. Puh-leeze! Undertaker did society 
a huge favor when he rid the business 
of this overgrown heathen. 

4. Hulk Hogan: I'll give credit 
where credit is due: Hogan was one 
Of the greatest Superstars ever, but 
that doesn't exclude him from this list. 
During the Hulkster's last WWE tenure, 
he demonstrated a steady collection 
of the absolute ugliest tie-dyed, red- 
and-yellow tights I've ever seen. They 
didn't tarnish his legendary career, but 
they sure made me wonder if he was 
beginning to go blind, 

3. 1-2-3 Kid: After he defeated Razor 
Ramon in one of the most shocking 
moments in Raw history, the 1-2-3 Kid 
celebrated his win by buying multiple 
lame blue singlets with the numbers 
717, "2" and "3" «емей all over them. 
If 1 were in charge of the state athletic 
commission, I'd have banned him from 
competing in those outfits, 

2. Bastion Booger: Bastion wins the 
award for the most disgusting Superstar 





with Rico 


it was |! 


of all time. His dirty, smelly, unkempt gray 
costume made him resemble a beached 
whale, and considering how he rarely, 
if ever, washed himself, he probably 
smelled like a dead sewer rat. Not that 
the Booger Man could have done much 
more to make himself presentable, but 
he certainly could have put forth a little 
more effort. 

1. Kamala: The Ugandan Headhunter 
wins the prize. His bulbous, pear- 
shaped body should have been buried 
underneath layers and layers of baggy 
clothing, instead of boldly displayed for 
the world to see. Now, don’t get me 
wrong, | have nothing against leopard- 
skin loin cloths and body paint, but this 
is probably the last person in the world 
I'd ever want to see them оп, Had | been 
this ruffian’s handler, I'd have taken 
him straight to Armani, bought him a 
smorgasbord of stylish new clothes, and 
turned the wild beast into a sophisticated 
gentleman. Il 


[Editor's note: The opinions found 
in this column are those of Rico, and 
not necessarily the opinions of WWE or 
SmackDown! Magazine. J 












ome say historv repeats 
itself. For Kurt Angle, 
that statement couldn't 
hold more truth. Plagued 
by injuries throughout 
ке his amateur wrestling 
career, Angle overcame all and defied 
the odds to win two national champi- 
onships and an Olympic gold medal, 
"Eight years later, he finds himself fac- 
“ing similar circumstances, desperate for 
gold again. 
Anvone who has followed Angle's 
reer knows that nothing ог no one can 
Тор him from accomplishing whatever 









~/ Through Serious 





Injuries to Chase 





he sets out to do. No injury, opponent, 
or setback has ever stopped Kurt from 
finding a way to secure victory. In fact, 
when things seem to be their absolute 
worst for Kurt, he is at his best. While 
many also thought his latest series of 
injuries might have spelled the end 
for the Pittsburgh native, Kurt Angle is 
focused on triumph once again. 

“This situation is very similar to the 
one 1 was in back in 96," admits Angle. 
"The only difference is that I'm not just 
preparing for five matches in two days. 
А the "96 games, | knew il was my last 
shot, so | went out there and gave it 


is Destiny 





evervibing 1 had, but here, 1 have to 
train to last as long as | can” 

Injuries have long been Angle's 
nemesis. But after his most recent 
setback, something snapped in Angle. 
The onetime milk-drinking American 
Hero with тога! values and "Three 
15” has become а mean-spirited 
machine, hell-bent on victories and 
capturing tithes; a man willing to hurt 
anvone, or do anything necessary to 
pet there. Perhaps Angle has become 
the antithesis of his old self. Maybe he 
has simply changed with the times. 
Either way, Angle's main purpose in 
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the second time атгиита Ни «am J 
mld me to move on, and | decidi 
let it go 

“Once 1 got to WWE, I focused 
becoming the best ever, but I'm 
here vo? Пе en y thing thats FT king 
In mv career is rime, | feel that | have ti 


put 10 years in to be the best ever, and if 


[сат do that. I don't think anvhodv will 
come close во me, Nohody has caught 
onto the sport quicker, or has a knack 


and a talent for it like І do. | take pride 
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in that. I've been able to pick it up, 
swallow it, and utilize my ability better 
than anybody, That's just the wav | am. 
And right now, the only thing I want is 
to be considered the best." 


It seems that Angle's biggest 
enemy in that quest is his own body. 
ihough athletically gifted as one 
M the world's elite athletes, staying 
healthv has proved difficult for the 
rugged competitor 

lis phvsical setbacks started early, 
as injuries hindered both his wrestling 

d football careers throughout 


nigh school. He seriously damaged 


both knees and ankles, dislocated 
4 shoulder and broke his left arm. 
During his junior vear, the sciatic 





Though Kurt Angle has suffered several injuries 
throughout his storied career, he's also dealt out 
his share of pain. At left, he dropkicks Big Show. 
Above, ha puts the Ankle Lock on Eddie Guerrero. 


nerve in his back was so inflamed, he 
was forced to receive several shots of 
Novocain to dull the pain. 

In college, he broke his nose twice, 
dislocated а shoulder—causing him to 
miss 10 matches—and also dislocated 
every finger on both of his hands at 
least once, This made it extremely hard 
for Angle to compete, as he relied on 
grip strength to lock opponents in vari- 
ous holds. During his sophomore and 
junior years, he also suffered three more 
knee injuries, two of which required 
surgery. Yet Angle never once consid- 
ered quitting. 

"Ive always had some kind of 
injury," says Angle, "but they only tend 
to push me harder. | was raised to work 
around whatever setbacks | was suffer- 
ing from, whether it was for myself or 
for the betterment of the team, and I've 
always found ways of training around 
injuries, But college was pretty hard on 
mne. | missed part of the season іп everv 
vear of college but mv first, and during 
ту sophomore year, | hurt my knee the 
week before the nationals. Somehow, | 
still managed to win, which was pretty 


amazing, considering | had to have sur- 
gerv immediately afterwards." 

The following year, Angle injured his 
knee—tearing three ligaments and some 
cartilage—five weeks before nationals. 
Initially, Angle was told he wouldn't 
be able to wrestle, but he sought out 
another opinion and found a doctor 
that allowed him to compete in one 
more tournament before undergoing 
another surgery. 

While training for the Olvmpics a 
few vears later, Angle's injuries con- 
tinued to stockpile. He broke both of 
his hands, pulled his groin muscle, 
and completely tore his hamstring. But 
his worst injury occurred four months 
the Games, when he landed 
wrong during a match, and broke his 
neck. 

"Giving up never crossed my mind," 
says Angle. "This was what I wanted 
since | was a kid, so | just kept pushing 
myself until I got it done. Even though 
there wasn't much they could do for my 
neck, | was going to fulfill mv dream. I 
really couldn't train the way I wanted 
to. АП I could do was run, lift some 
weights and do light drills. 


“I'll always feel the effe 
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injurv, too," he continues. *Its con- 
ЕЛГЕ раш. dl d something ш пате 
to deal with everv Фау for the rest o 
mv life. [here re int m Ca 
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do. I've learned to live with it, and I'm 


content. Was it worth it? Yeah, it was 


and it | had to do it over. | wouldn't 
change a thing." 
iter inning the е id angie TOOK 
few vears o rest his роду, ana 1t 
181 he'd been іп WWE for four 
vears that he finally decided to seek 


medical attention. By that point, the 
pain had worsened to the point that 
he couldn't summon the energv to get 
out of bed. His shoulder and arm were 
completely numb, and he experienced 
sharp pain іп both his neck and arm. И 
was then he realized that he'd no longer 
be able to avoid surgery. 

“1 never once thought that my career 
was over," says Angle, "but Î was con- 
cemed, and when | went down to see 
Dr. [Llovd] Youngblood, he told me that 
mv spine looked à 75-vears-old's. | had 
five levels of problems. If he'd fused my 
neck, l'd never be able to turn it again, 
so 1 went to Dr. [Hae-Dong] Шо. He 
performed minimally invasive surgery, 
which allowed me to keep the flexibil- 
itv in my neck." 

The gold medals around Kurt Angle's neck prove 


that he's a winner, but his goal is much higher than 
that. He wants to be called the best ever. 





After coming back, Angle took a 
vicious steel-chair shot to the head, 
and injured а new level of vertebrae. 
пе continued to compete, 
until finally accepting a position as the 
general manager of SmackDown!, figur- 
ing he'd be able to stay a focal point of 
the show without having to endure the 
physicality of a day-to-day schedule of 
competition. But as Angle convalesced, 
a fire inside of him continued to rage. 
Eventually it became so strong that it 
led a serious, more focused Angle back 
to the ring. 

"I went over to Japan, and the ova- 
tion I received on the second night was 
unbelievable," he savs. "It made me 
realize how much the fans appreciate 
my work. They may not have liked me 
as G.M., or even as a person, but when 
it comes down to it, thev respect Kurt 
Angle the wrestler. For a long time, I did 
what people considered funny things, 
and fans began to take me less seriously. 
Basically, 1 felt | needed а change. | 
needed to become more of a threat. 5o 
rather than wearing a wig and a goofy 
little cowboy hat, I'm out there break- 
ing peoples ankles and showing them 
that I'm for real." W 
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20 john Cena, Alien Iverson, Shaquille O'Neal, Jason 
nd Jermaine O'Neal have in common? 

| you answered that they are all great athletes who tran- 


Ti ther sport, уоште right. But, that's not the answer we're 


LUE". 
сор Dogg, Fabolous, Ludacris and the Cash Money 
Millionaires also have this in common with the Doctor of 
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Гез, they are all great entertainers who have huge followings 
the hip-hop world and bevond. Correct again, but that's not 
vcr we were looking for either. 

| | Here's a final clue: Take а look at what John Cena wears to 
E | the ring, and then check out some pictures of Shag away from 

| | | the court, or watch a hip-hop video. 

Got и now? When it comes to fashion, these guys are not 
Whether John Cena's sporting a Jerome Brown Philadelphia Eagles’ throwback only m style, they are old-school. And when it comes to throw- 
(ЕЛ), or checking out the jerseys af Celtics’ legend Larry Bird (above) and Braves’ back oo there's only one place they go to shop: Mitchell & 


pitcher Phil Мекго (above, right), he always has a story to go with the gear Ness of Philadelphia. 





For Cena, wearing a Larry Bird Celtics 
jersey or a Jerome Brown Eagles throw- 
back is more than just a fashion state- 
ment. It's about bringing back memo- 
ries of great times and great plavers. 

Every throwback Cena owns has a 
story behind it, and a story he's more 
than happy to recount. Don't think for 
a minute that he's some Johnny-come- 
lately to the sports world, getting in on 
the latest trend. Cena knows his sports. 

SmackDown! Magazine accompanied 
Cena on a recent visit to Mitchell & 
Ness and we, unfortunately, decided 
to put him to the test when it came 
to throwbacks and sports knowledge. 
Needless to say, he made us regret 
the now-absurd notion that we could 
match sports knowledge him. 
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We picked up a 1971 Oakland А5 
Reggie Jackson throwback and queried 
him on the Аз. He proceeded to lecture 
us on Reggie and manv of his team- 
mates, including Vida “True” Blue, Joe 
Rudi and Jim “Catfish” Hunter. 

Figuring that because he grew up 
near Boston, he might solely know 
American League history, we next 
decided to try his knowledge of the 
National League. We brought out a 
1981 Atlanta Braves Phil Niekro road 
jersey and asked Рог the 411 on it. 

Much to our chagrin, he regaled us 
with stories of watching the Braves on 
cable TV as a kid before lecturing us on 
the nuances of Niekro's knuckleball. He 
even threw in a few facts about the Hall 
of Famer's brother, Joe, who also played 
in the majors. 

We quickly tound out that challeng- 
ing Cena on sports is as dumb as chal- 
lenging him in the ring, so we turned 
our questions away from sports history 
and asked him if there are any team's 
jerseys he won't wear. 

“As long as І can remember some- 
thing about it affecting шу Ше, I'll 
wear it,” he says. “I've even wom а 
Mew York Yankees throwback. And, it 
wasn't just a Yankees jersey; lt was а 
Roger Clemens', the ultimate turncoat. 
So, I'm going to hell for sure. The only 


At lett, Cena—here with hip-hop icon Method Man— sports his favorite throwback, a pame-worn 
jersey of the late, great Kansas City linebacker Derrick Thomas, who holds the NFL record with 





thing I won't wear is a Redskins jersey, 
but that's because the Redskins are 
longtime SmackDown! ring announcer 
Топу] Chimel's favorite team. He prob- 
ably wants me to come to the ring in 
an old Sam Huff jersey, but that ain't 
gonna happen." 

The first throwback Cena ever wore 
was а 1979 Pittsburgh Pirates Willie 
Stargell jersey, Since then, he's amassed 
close to 500 throwbacks, most of which 
he gets at Mitchell & Ness, the exclu- 
sively licensed manufacturer of NBA, 
NFL, NHL, and Major League Baseball 
authentic vintage clothing. 

Whenever Cena came to Philadelphia, 
he'd stop by the store and pick up a 
[ew jerseys. At first, he slipped in the 
door unnoticed, but when the store's 
emplovees started going to WWE events 
and crowds started showing up when- 
ever Cena appeared, M&N owner Peter 
Capolino knew that someone special 
was walking through his door. 

"The first time I saw John, I didn't 
know who he was because I didn't fol- 
low sports-entertainment," Capolino 
says. “I just saw this big, good-looking 
guy buying jerseys. The next thing I 
knew, all my emplovees were going to 
see him wrestle. When 1 got to know 
John, I realized what a sports fan he 
was. He just kept wearing our jerseys 











juggernaut, we've assembled the greatest moments, greatest 
matches and greatest photos from SmackDown!'s illustrious 
history. This one's a must-have for any true WWE fanatic! 


The names of all WWE programming. talent, images, likenesses and logos are the exclusive property of WWE. All offer trademarks, produci names 
company names and lagos cited harein aro ihe property of their respaciiva owners 02004 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc, All Rights Reserved 





René Duprée's life has changed 
dramatically іп 2004, and the 
French phenom wouldn't have it 
any other way. 

The former World Tag Team 
champ was drafted by SmackDown! 
afew months ago, and thrust into 
unpredictable new terrain. And, to 
make matters worse, he had to do 
it all by himself. Many speculated 
that this move would be a bad 
one for Duprée, believing that he 
hadn't absorbed enough ехреп- 
ence to branch off into singles 
competition. They were wrong. 

Since moving to Thursday 
nights, Duprée has taken his career 
to new heights. On his first night 
in, he made an immediate impact 
when he targeted John Cena, 
and quickly immersed himself in 
the chase for the United States 
Championship. Though he didn't 


capture the prestigious title, he did | 
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Since being drafted 
to SmackDown! іп 
March, Dupree has 
become one of tha 
biggest stars on 

| the Thursday night 
| program. 


For René 





| 
| 
| 


Duprée, 


A New Look, A New Show, 
But the Same Attitude 









BY ANTHONY CALI 
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show the world exactly what he's 
made of, and why many believe he 
is the future of WWE. 

At just 20 years old, Duprée is 
already leaps and bounds ahead 
of where a person his age should 
be. Не has been co-holder of the 
World Tag Team title and com- 
peted against nearly all of the top 
talent Raw had to offer. And while 
not the most popular athlete on the 
roster—especially in the U.S.—fans 
do respect what Duprée's capable 
of doing in the ring. 

"I'm gradually coming into 
my own," Duprée says. "Sure, it's 
much easier being part of а tag 
team—because you always have 
a partner to rely on in case some- 
thing goes wrong—but I'm enjoy- 
ing being a singles wrestler a hell 
of a lot more, and there's much 
more opportunity on SmackDown! 
Much more. 





"As far as being a member of 
La Résistance goes, | don't miss 
being a part of that group at all," 
he says with a slight grin. "I have 
no problem with them. We just 
have different goals right now, and 
| really don't keep in touch with 
them as much as | should, either. 
| haven't talked to them in quite a 
while. | should give them a call one 
of these days to see how they're 
doing." 

Backstage, Duprée tends to keep 
to himself. He is rarely seen social- 
izing with the other Superstars, 
and instead reads French newspa- 
pers and talks on the phone in his 
native tongue. Upon speaking with 
Duprée, it’s seems possible that 
the cause of this isolation may be 
due to his wealth of talent at such 
a young age. 

"| have so many advantages 
over all the rest of the SmackDown! 













Results of Our 
Greatest Villains Poll 








In the July issue, we published a list of our picks for the 

25 greatest villains in WWE history. We then asked you to 

vote for the single most evil, heinous, despicable individual 
that ever stepped in a WWE ring. As always, you came through 
big-time, and the results were very interesting. 


Taking nearly one-quarter Of the vote, 


Kane, the "Big Red Monster," gets the 

nod from our readers as the greatest 

Villain їп WWE history. Apparently, 

sealing Undertaker in a coffin, setting 

Jim Ross on fire and forcing Lita to 

have your baby counts for something! 

Now, we all know Kane 15 currently a 

Raw Superstar, and this is SmackDown! 

Magazine, but remember, our poll cov- 18: Runner-Up: 

ers the entire history of WWE and Triple H 

included current Superstars from both | | 

brands, 1 8.1 % 
Triple H made it a close contest and 

wound up as the first runner-up. His 2™ Runner-Up: 


master manipulations over the years “Rowdy" Roddy Piper 


have certainly earned him the ire ol 


legions of fans. For more old-school 11.1% 
fans, “Rowdy” Roddy Piper was the 

villain of choice. There's no doubt that 3"! Runner-Up: 
for any fan growing up in the 1980s, Ric Flair 
the "Rowdy Scot" was the epitome of | 
evil as he waged his never-ending war 9.7% 


against Hulkamania. 

Rounding out the runners-up was 
the one-and-only Ric Flair, whose 
immense popularity over the vears 
was probably the only thing stopping 
him from being voted greatest villain. 
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Nevertheless, the "Nature Boy" did get 
his share of the vote, including this 
very impassioned message from Steven 
Miller, professor of journalism ancd mass 
media at Rutgers University: 


Ric Flair is not only the consum- 
mate wrestler, but he is also Ше “dirt- 
iest player іп the game." From his 
days in the Carolinas to WWE, the 
"Mature Boy" has always known how 
to set up his victims physically and 
mentally. Pokes in the eves, low blows 
and foreign objects have always been 
| part of the 16-time World Champions 
arsenal. But it is his mind games that 


| set him apart from the rest. He has been | 


| able to debilitate the best wrestlers of all 


Lime, from Jack Brisco to Harley Race to | 


| Terry Funk, by outsmarting, out-talking 
| and out-thinking them. The pain. from 


the Figure-Four is temporary, but the | 


cracks in their mental armor were with 
his opponents before the match even 
Started, 


Of the remaining third of the vote, | 


Hall of Famer “Classy” Freddie Blassie 
was the strongest, garnering 8.3 percent. 


There were also relatively strong show- | 
ings for Hall of Famer Buddy Rogers, 
"Million-Dollar Man" Ted DiBiase, | 
Honky Tonk Man, Kurt Angle, and our | 


only write-in candidate, Stone Cold 
Steve Austin. Rogers, in particular, was 
the subject of the following treatise: 


Can there be any real doubt? 
Flamboyant, formidable, totally self- 
confident. 1 can see him now: the 
sequined ring robes (costing thousands 
of dollars) surrounding a wonderfully 
nuiscular body; the golden, tanned skin; 
ше strikingly blond hair; the ability to 
enrage men and entice women; а man 
who relished the title of most hated 
wrestler in the world. Quite simply, 
Buddy Rogers was a stallion in the ring, 
ата resorted to any tactic to win, 

So feared, despised and hated was 
Rogers, despite being the greatest attrac- 
tion im professional wrestling, he was 
forced to wait 22 years to win the World 


Championship, and bested a great cham- | 
pion in doing so: Pat O'Connor. Rogers | 
| vs. O'Connor (June 30, 1961—"Black | 


ысы 
р um | 


Friday") sold out Chicago's Comiskey 
Park. The attendance, at that time, was 


| a world record, with 38,622 fans filling 


the park. A viewing of the match shows 


| that at least 95 percent of the fans in 


attendance were rooting for O'Connor. 
Did Rogers care? Not a bit. He loved 
the jeers. Never once did he desire to be 
the hero, nor did he consider. himself 
the heel. He was what he was meant 
to be: the best of his time. His cham- 
pionship interview said it all, and fur- 
ther infuriated the wrestling world: “To 
а nicer guy, it couldn't happen! Talk 
about concert and self-confidence. This 
man йай it all. 

Wrestling today is a far different 
business than it was during this “Golden 
Age.” However, it is still Shakespearian 
in its foundations, and "Nature Boy” 
Buddy Rogers would still be its greatest 
villain. 

Daniel Olarnick 
Official Court Reporter 
Supreme Court, State of New York 





THE GOOD, THE BAD 
AND THE BIZARRE 





or as long as there has been a WWE, it has 
been known for its colorful cast of characters. 
While other wrestling promotions often took 
themselves too seriously, WWE reveled in the 
unusual, the outlandish and the surreal. Over the 
years, there have been countless Superstars who 
gave new meaning to the word "unorthodox," and 
boiling them all down to just 25 was a Herculean 
task. Mevertheless, we managed to do it, and we 
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proudly present to you our picks for the most 
outrageous Superstars in WWE history. Keep 
in mind that we were thinking specifically ot 
those Superstars who were bizarre even by 
WWE standards, meaning they often didn't last 
long. This eliminates admittedly outrageous 
individuals like Doink the Clown and Honky Tonk 
Man, who enjoyed long tenures and became 
WWE mainstays. 
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ТЕСНМО ТЕАМ 2000 
First Appearance: 1995 


A futuristic duo composed of Iravis i & 
Гоу, a.k.a. Chad Fortune & Erik Watts, 
iney were unable to carve out à niche 


tor themselves amidst а tag-team divi 
of the likes of the Body 
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sion made up 
Donnas and the Godwinns 
In Another Life: Erik Watts was 
the son of the legendary promoter 
езана Bill Watts. 
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ТНЕ BEVERLY BROTHERS А 
First Appearance: 1991 













P 1: 
| First unde в Managemen t of John 
| "Ihe Coach” Tolos and later Lanny " 

nius" РоПо, Beau & Blake Beverly 
vere rich snobs with à mean streak, 
teams such as the Steiner 


who рауе 
Brothers and Headshrinkers a run for 
their money. 

In Another Life: Mike Enos & Wayne 
Bloom, one of the last duos to hold the 


AWA World Tag Team Championship. 


HARRY "BEAVER" CLEAVAGE FRIAR FERGUSON/ 
First Appearance: 1999 ~. BASTION BOOGER 
First Appearance(s): 1993 


Think of it as a 1950s family sitcom gone --- 
horribly wrong. Beaver Cleavage dressed One was a bulbous, robed monk who used 
like a little boy, and was accompanied to Gregorian chant as a ring entrance. The 
the ring by his "mother" the gorgeous other was a bulbous overeater in filthy 
Mrs. Cleavage. Eventually, the persona gray tights who came to the ring to the 
was too much for this Superstar to handle, sound of loogey-hocking. What did they 
and he literally abandoned it in mid-ring have in common? The man in the outfit. 
in one of WWE's most surreal moments, In Another Life: Norman the 
In Another Life: Mosh of the Head- Lunatic, who once feuded with hardcore 
bangers, former World Tag Team champs. legend Cactus Jack in WCW. 
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ТНЕ СООМ 
First Appearance: 1996 


Dressed in jersey and pads, this indi- 
vidual looked like he walked right from 
the rinks of the NHL into the rings of 
WWE. He brought a hockey stick to the 
ring, and wasn't above using it on his 
unfortunate opponents. 

In Another Life: Veteran brawler 
Wild Bill Irwin, brother of the late Scott 
Irwin—one-half of former tag team 
champs the Yukon Lumberjacks. 
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T.L. HOPPER 
First Appearance: 1996 


What did sports-entertainment need 
more than a wrestling plumber? Well, 
it got one in the form of T.L. Hopper. А 
plunger was the weapon of choice for 
Mr. Hopper, tor whom no opponent—or 
drain clog—was too big of a challenge. 

In Another Life: Uncle Cletus, 
manager of the Godwinns. 
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AKEEM 
First Appearance: 1988 


With manager “The Doctor of Style" 
Slick іп his corner, Akeem the African 
Dream was a sight to behold: a 400- 
pound white man strutting like а "70s 
pimp and talking in jive while dressed 
in traditional African garb. 

In Another Life: One Man Gang. After 
a year in WWE as the Gang, Slick helped 
transform him into the African Dream. 





DUKE "THE DUMPSTER" A 
DROESE 
First Appearance: 1994 


“Time to take out the trash!" yelled 
Duke "Ihe Dumpster" Droese as he 
pummeled his fallen foes with garbage 
cans. This wrestling sanitation worker 
had a heated rivalry with none other 
than "The Game," Triple Н, beating 
him by ПО at the 1996 Royal Rumble. 
In Another Life: Midwestern inde- 
pendent wrestler Rocco Gibraltar. 








GIANT GONZALEZ | 
First Appearance: 1993 


Standing nearly 8 feet tall, Giant Gonzalez 


was the tallest Superstar in WWE history. 
He burst on to the scene with manager 
Harvey Whippleman at the 1993 Коџа! 
Rumble and attacked Undertaker in a 
furry, airbrushed body suit. 

In Another Life: El Gigante, the 
WCW titan who boasted victories over 
Ric Flair. 
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OUTBACK JACK ж 
First Appearance: 1987 


Capitalizing on the popularity of Сто 


Dundee, this combatant from Down Unde 





was missing a few teeth, but made up for 
it with personality. He entered arenas to 
the melodic strains of "Tie Me Kangaroo 
Down.” Never mind that Jesse Ventura 
called him “Outhouse Jack." 

In Another Life: Beats the hell out 


of us. 





DAMIEN DEMENTO 
First Appearance: 1992 


From “The Outer Reaches of Your Mind,” 
Damien Demento looked like he might 
have accompanied Attila the Hun in 
the sacking of Rome. He muttered to 
himself, stared into thin air, and faced 
Undertaker in Monday Night Raw’s first 
main event. 

In Another Life: Reported to have 
tried his hand at hosting a kids" TV 
show, Heaven help us all. 


WAYLON MERCY 


First Appearance: 1995 ww 





Inspired by the Max Cady character in 
the 1991 film Cape Fear, Waylon Mercy 
was a cool customer with a deranged 
side lurking beneath the surface. His 
Hawaiian shirts certainly made him the 
most casually attired Superstar of all time. 

| In Another 
Life: Dangerous 
Danny Spivey, for- 
mer U.S. Express 
tag-team partner 
of Barry Windham 
in WWE, and 
Skyscrapers tag- 
team partner 
ШЕ” of Undertaker in 
EU WCW. 
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THE ODDITIES 
First Appearance: 1998 


Golga. Kurrgan. Giant Silva. Luna. The 
Insane Clown Posse. Together they 
formed the most aptly named faction in 
WWE history. They were so bizarre they 
were riveting, and even Sable couldn't 
resist getting into the act for a while 

In Another Life: Under the mask 
of the Cartman-loving Golga was the 
man once known as Earthquake. 
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ALDO MONTOYA 
First Appearance: 1994 








Known as the "Portuguese Man О" War,” 
Montoya proved you could still look tough 
with a yellow jockstrap on your head. Опе 
of Stone Cold Steve Austin's earliest acts of 
defiance was refusing to wrestle him. 

In Another Life: ECW Heavyweight 
Champion Justin Credible. 
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BERTHA FAYE x 


First Appearance: 1995 


With her boy toy/manager Harvey 
Whippleman at her side, the late Bertha 
Fave was sort of sports-entertainment's 
answer to Roseanne. Just not as likeable. 
She held the Women's Championship 
for two months. 

In Another Life: An innovator of 
women's wrestling in Japan, where she 
competed as the sadistic Monster Ripper. 





AVATAR | 
First Appearance: 1995 




















For a few short months in early 1995, this 
individual graced the WWE stage. Looking 
Ше a lost Power Ranger, he was а шап 
of mystery who vanished from the scene 
before most knew what to make of him. 

In Another Life: None other than 
Sunday Night Heat announcer and Head- 
lover Al Snow, who has also competec 
in WWE as Leif Cassidy and Shinobi 
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Fifteen legendary matches: — O ! Mes 3 
vs. Jushin Liger (IWGP Jr. Heavyweight Title Match*) vs. Kevin Sullivan (WCW Great American ^h | 
vs. Too Cold Scorpio (WCW SuperBraw’) vs. Booker T (WCW Great American Bash) 

vs. Black Tiger (Super J Сир") vs. Bret Hart (Owen Hart Tribute Match) 

vs. Great Sasuke (Super J Cup") vs. Sid Vicious (WCW Souled Out) 

vs. Sabu (ECW November 2 Remember) vs. William Regal (Brian Pillman Tribute Show) 

vs. Al Snow (ECW Double Tables) vs. Kurt Angle (WWE Raw & 2003 Royal Rumble) 
vs. Eddie Guerrero (WCW Monday Nitro) vs. Shawn Michaels & Triple Н (WrestleMania XX) 


Plus two features from WWE Confidential. 
("includes olternate commentary) 
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GOBBLEDY GOOKER 
First rst Appearance: 1990 _ 




















He is the Elvis Preslev, the Abe Lincoln, 
the Muhammad АП of outrageous 
superstars. The 1990 Survivor Series 
5 best remembered for the debut of 
Undertaker, but it was also the night the 
Gobbledv Gooker danced with Mean 
Gene Okerlund. 

In Another Life: Hector Guerrero, 
older brother of Eddie Guerrero. 





PAPA SHANGO а. 
First Appearance: 1992 


He made Ultimate Warrior throw up and 
caused Mean Gene Okerlund to secrete 
black slime. The voodoo master even got in 
Undertaker's path for a little while. He first 
appeared at WrestleMania VIII, attacking 
Hulk Hogan after his retirement match. 

In Another Life: Ho-master The 
Godfather. 
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JEAN-PIERRE LAFITTE ж. 
First Appearance: 1995 


Claiming to be descended from “the 
greatest pirate of all time," Lafitte made а 
name for himself by stealing the leather 
jacket of Bret *Hit Man" Hart, leading 
to a match between the two at In Your 
House Ilf. Hart won. 

In Another Life: One-half of three- 
time World Tag Team Champions the 
Quebecers, along with Jacques Rougeau. 
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KWANG ^. 
First Appearance: 1993 


»pewing green mist and hiding his face 
behind an intimidating mask, Kwang 
was а tough and dangerous brawler. 
Plus, he is the only WWE Superstar 
ever named after a sound effect. 

In Another Life: Puerto Rican 
sensation Savio Vega, ally of Razor 
Ramon. 





ABE “KNUCKLEBALL” 
SCHWARTZ 
First Appearance: 1994 


With major league baseball players on 
strike and the popularity of the great 
American pastime at an all-time low, 
Abe “Knuckleball” Schwartz showed up 
to rub it in all of our faces, at one point 
even going on strike himself! 

In Another Life: "Ihe Brooklyn 
Brawler’ Steve Lombardi, the only 
superstar in WWE history to ever go 
from Italian to Jewish. W 


‘HONORABLE MENTION 
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e contorts his face іп anger, baring his teeth. As Kenzo 

Suzuki hits his foe across the chest with a hard chop, 

the SmackDown! announcers say that the hulking 
Japanese newcomer has come to WWE оп a mission “fueled 
Dy-hate." 

His manner suggests that Suzuki believes that he's some 
type of conqueror, like the Japanese royals who are said to 
have been anointed by the spirits. Before his match, he's 
carried to the ring on a throne by obedient, masked ansatsu- 
sha, or assassins. In his corner, his mysterious companion, 
Hiroko, stands and waits, her face painted like that of a 
porcelain doll, her robes and fan suggesting hints of her 
country's geisha heritage. But instead of specializing in tea 
serving, Calligraphy and playing the shamisen—a stringed 
instrument—like traditional geishas, Hiroko appears to 
exude the same evil as her charge. 

How did a modem, educated man who thrived in college 
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sports апа spent time living in the West end up on such a 
vengeful path—so different than those chosen by Tajiri, the 
"Japanese Buzzsaw" on the Raw roster, and Funaki, who char- 
acterizes himself as SmackDown! premier announcer? 

Ihe answer can be tound in Hekinan City, near Nagoya, 
Japan, a place that was rural and traditional when Suzuki 
grew up there. 

Kenzo’ father was а real estate manager, and it was widely 
assumed that the boy would forsake college to work in the 
family business. But Suzuki's athletic prowess made him think 
otherwise. In high school, he played baseball, standing out as 
а pitcher on the same circuit that would produce future major 
leaguer Ichiro Suzuki. But after losing an important game, 
Kenzo—the tallest boy in his grade—chose to focus on a sport 
that allowed him to take advantage of his power. 

In 1993, he helped lead Japan's high school rugby team to 
а stunning upset over Great Britain. 
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“I loved rugby,” he says through a translator. "There was по 
padding. It's bodv to body. 1 liked tackling my opponents." 

His goal at the time was to participate in the heralded 
Sou-mei Match, the annual clash between rugby giants Meiji 
and Waseda universities. But, first, Suzuki relocated to Bath, 
England to refine his rugby skills. Then he enrolled at Meiji, 
a school with an alumni list that includes wrestling stars like 
Seiji Sakaguchi, Masa Saito and Хаоуа Ogawa. 

“Ош team's philosophy was ‘go forward —never let anyone 
or anything push you back," he savs. "It prepared me for life 
in WWE. I plaved with broken 
arms. | cut open my Achilles 
tendon. But | didn't care. | 
kept going because | wanted 
to win." 

Like another dedicated 
college athlete, Kurt Angle, 
Suzuki's first foray into the pro- 
fessional world involved work- 
ing in television. A journalism 
graduate, Kenzo took a job as a 
sports producer at Tokai TV. 

“| was frustrated," he says. 
"I didn't want to be reporting 
on sports, | wanted to be the 
one everyone else Was Teport- 
ing about." 

50 when Sakaguchi, who 
later served as an executive in 
New Japan Pro Wrestling, made 
Suzuki an offer, the strapping 
youngster entered the compa- 
nys dojo, or training camp. 

"It was like being in the 
Army,” Suzuki says, remem- 
bering the daily rituals of 500 
squats and pushups, continu- 
ous neck bridges and martial 
arts training. “If you were 
Starting out, they called you 
а “green boy." Green boys 
couldn't go out at night. In training, you'd have to do twice 
the number of exercises as the veterans. You'd cook their meals 
and wash their backs. That's how it is in Japan. You respect 
vour elders." 


His respect of tradition notwithstanding, Suzuki was openly 


cynical about this arrangement. 


“I knew that, pretty soon, those guys would be washing ту 


back, and cooking for me," he says. “They'd still be in Japan, 
and Га be in WWE, carried оп a throne to the ring." 

Because of this attitude, Suzuki flouted the rules. He ignored 
the dojo’ stringent dress code by wearing flashy colors in train- 
ing, enjoyed the nearby nightlife, and snuck away to Hawaii 
for a vacation. 

"The older wrestlers tried to discipline me," he says. “They'd 
beat me and punch me to try to make me humble. But pain 
doesn't bother me. And 1 knew that 1 was going to be a star. 50 
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I broke the rules again." 

Оп January 4, 2000, Suzuki debuted against Manabu 
Nakanishi. What made the occasion unique was that the 
battle took place at the Tokvo Dome, one of the most 
famous arenas in Japan. 

"It would be like having vour first match in Madison Square 
Garden on a pay-per-view," Suzuki says. "Everybody knew me 
from rugby—except, in rugbv, people came to see the team. 
Now, thev were coming to see me." 

His arrogance, though, could not help him win this con- 
test. Suzuki lost quickly, and he finally understood 
that he'd embarked оп a project tougher than any 
he'd ever attempted. Yet, his confidence remained 
strong and, within months, he'd won the Young 
Lions Cup, a prestigious tournament to determine 
the company's top rookie, with a victory over Shinya 
Makabe in the finals. 

“I discovered that I had ring magic," Suzuki says. 

But earlier that night, tragedy struck when Suzuki's 
friend, Masakazu Fukuda, hit his head after taking a 
spear. Fukuda became sluggish, then collapsed оп 
the mat. He was rushed to the hospital, where he 
later died from a bleeding tumor on his brain. 

71 dedicated my career to him and am honoring 
him every time I win," he says. 

іп 2003, atter a stint in the World Japan promo- 
tion, Suzuki decided that it was time to go to WWE. 

“That had been my goal since Га been in the 
dojo,” he says. “Now, WWE was running tours of 
| Japan, and evervbody in the country was talking 
about it. | knew it was my destiny to become the 
biggest Japanese star WWE has ever had." 


"The older wrestlers tried to discipline 
me. But pain doesn't bother me. | knew 
| was going to be a star." 


Clearly, he'd be different than Toru Tanaka, Mr. Fuji, Taka 
Michinoku and other Japanese who have tried to rule WWE 
through the vears. In Hiroko, Suzuki has a unique valet. 
Despite her demure facade, she's calculating and vicious, 
surprising Suzuki's adversaries with a handful of ceremonial 
salt to the eyes. Still, Suzuki knows how to win on his own, 
paralyzing foes with a piercing nerve hold below the chin that 
cuts off oxvgen. 

In his vignettes, Suzuki has displayed a symbol resembling а 
small temple supported һу two pillars—a mark of the gods. 

“Lam an emperor," he says. “And in the Shinto religion, we 
believe that the emperor has the blood of the gods. So when 1 
get in the ring, my opponent is not just wrestling me. He has 
to worry about the many gods that are inside me. The gods 
cannot be defeated. And, one day soon, America will bow to 
this emperor's reign." M 
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А. John Cena™ “Word Life" T-Shirt 
Eck 100% cotton. Imported. 206028 

Wee ИМАМ $25.00 

See XX 528.00 
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D. John Cena™ Hooded Sweatshirt 


мү А $40.00 
$45.00 


IF YOU DON'T KNOW BY NOW... 
WE DIDNT WANT YOU TO KNOW! 





B. John Cena" 
Wristband and Headband Set 
Back. Tery/cotinnipolyester. Set of bao 247 тыз 
and one 24" headband. One зге fiti most Imported 


6013 — $12.00 





Sce M L XL XXL 
206030 545.00 


TOLL FREE 1-866-WWE-SHOP (1-866-993-7467) WWW.WWESHOPCOM 
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Жа Siam and jam the same way that “Latino Heat" Eddie Guerrero" 
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До ИЦ rocked Kurt Angle” in Madison Square Garden! 
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WWEAUCTION.com Where the Bidding Begins Again... / 
Torrie Wilson" wants you to feel like you were in Norfolk, VA 
for The Great American Bash? on June 27, 2004. Owning an 
event chair with Superstar autographs is > for you to 
MAE joined our party. 








The Legac 
of Polish 
Power 


“Hit my stomach,” the bronzed 





year-old immigrant challenges as ће rises 
from his seat. Не plants his feet on 


ground and motons to his abdomen 


When his guest hesitates, the man contin- 


es, "I'm по! jotang around. Hit it. 
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The startled visitor thrusts his fist forward. 
мап Putski looks down at the set of knuckles 
making contact with his iron mid-section, 
and then wrinkles up his face in a radiantly 


| self-assured smile, 


“Not bad for an old man,” says the WWE 
Най of Famer. 

Из been about two decades since Putski 
eguiar ЈЕ СІ тое into the nng at Madison 
Square Garden, boasting a set of 20-inch 
arms sD inch Ивон a and a waist of just 33 


nones. At his t Putski tipped the 
scales at 305 pounds. Today, his weight is 


Gown to 180, but his exercise regimen nearly 


nerence к that | use lighter 


weight,” he says, raising an eyebrow at his 





agent, tomer wrestling writer Scott Epstein. 
"But l'm still strong. My strength is genetic." 

Putsid's father was a powerful man, as 
was his grandfather. Although he would later 
bill himself from Krakow, Poland, his home- 
town was actually Yeuscie Bieskuye, near the 
Ukraini an border. In the aftermath of World 
War Il, wan and his relatives caught one of 
the last ships for Ellis Island, and relocated to 
Smithville, Texas. 

"We picked cotton," he says. "We loved 
it. We were happy to be here. | think we 


| knew that the doors would open up for us." 


Putsa saw his future on the athletic field. 
He played fullback at Southwest Texas State, 


| and entertained offers from the NFL's Detroit 


Lions as well as the Toronto Argonauts of 
the Canadian Football Leaque (CFL). But by 
the late 1960s, he'd shifted his attention to 
professional wrestling. 

Using his real last name, he called himself 
“Jungle” nile he worked for 
San Antonio promoter joe Blanchard. Не 
then went up to Leroy McGuirk's Tulsa- based 
territory. it was there that he was christened 
О Putski, capitalizing on his Polish heri- 





There weren't a lot of Poles in Oklahoma," 

Putsa says, "and | still didn't feel that com- 
ble wath the language. | used to bring 
ny brother, Fred, wi th me, just so he could 


ansiate ran into à har d time. | don't 
Know what f was, but | connected with the 
реор 
Most likely, this had less to do with 
Рик ethnicity than his implausible might. 


Putski fasc Liens audiences by прріпа phone 
t, placing basketballs in head- 
OCks апа popping мет, and posibioning 
against a wall while holding back 
горбег-оштипа cars with his feet. 

He moved on to Houston, where fans 


books in hal 


himsell 


would be called out of the stands to try 


punching ivan in the stomach, Once, pro- 
moter Paul Boesch mounted a ladder on 
television, and came down on Putski's abs 
There were no ill intentions; Putski was 
simply displaying his attributes. 

After a stint in the American Wrestling 
Association (AWA), Putski debuted in VWE, 


шап Putski was known for the chiseled 


hodybuilder s physique that was a favorite of 
fans thregghout his illustrious career. 


Ву Keith Elliot Greenberg 
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loved el eroes ж Diamond Distnct in | organization's loyal corps of Latino fans: “1 
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ANTONINO Roce а а ew vear Detore. Poles ese Ox FETA IND come пни eat, (ИЙ Ol 
cheered for Italians and mins спевгео ther dora. handmna me watches." 
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HS Frans were nis гол Al ту, 5 Ser, 5 орропегиб WETE usually ы” Er- 
the “Polish Hamme Le fl Бел ақ = рада 
ne "Polish На Occasionally he'd muses, as well Somos Ar nori Ken Patera, 


munch on a kielbasa - during an interview, | Ivan Коюй, “Сом B y Duncum, 5r. 
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r entertain the ій Dry alf 4 | the hits Н јод Brower nd Em ће Сас Ladd 
и Polish crooner Bobby Vint poke | М Superst Duy Graham dethroned 
engish perfectly by then,” he says. "But | Bob Backlund for the WWE Champions 
d still go into a restaurant and order by | in 1977, Putski became а top contender. 
pointing at the picture on the menu." Реоре believed in us," Putski says. “All the 
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Ken Patera (above, in headiock) was one of the 
many villains that Putski faced during his stint as 
опе of the sport's most beloved heroes. 


couldn't have picked a better partner. Ме 
and [ito Tit together like a hand and glove." 
Five years later, Putski was still in WWE as it 
expanded around the globe and Hulkamania 
took root. It was at that time that he engaged 
rna memo p battle of the strongmen with 
future Minnesota Gov. Jesse "The Body" 


ki would retum to Blanchard's 

Antoni o in its waning days, 

n the Texas accent 

d legit y de eveloped. When his son 

tt appeared in WWE in the 1990s, Putski 

1 beh nind the scenes, and he 

| accompanied him to the ring. 

Scott continues to wrestle on the inde- 

pendent circuit. "He's good,” Ivan says. “Не 

may end up in WWE again—and you might 
see me with him." 

1 the meantime, Putski lives within the 

ustin city limits in à 2.5-acre home land- 

а to resemble a tropical forest. And 

whenever he ventures out, he discovers that 

remnants of his Polish Army are very much 

n гнида) 

| always take the time to sign that 

autograph," he says. "If it wasn't for that 

fan, where would | be? Those are the 


| people who followed me for all these years, 
| and її always be grateful to them.” m 
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The Rock Speaks Loudly 
and Carries a Big Stick 
By Anthony Call 


The Rocks performances in Гле 
scorpion King and The Rundown may 





have been awesome, but neither | 


compare to the Great One's latest 
action-packed feature, Walking Tall. 
This masterpiece is a throwback to 


| the great action movies of the past, 


and tells a gritty, hard-hitting story 


Following a violent attack, Vaughn 
stuns the jury by showing them his 
battle wounds. 
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Walking Tall 




















to which anyone can relate. 

Inspired by the original 1973 
motion picture starring Joe Don 
Baker, Walking Tall is based on a 
true story. 

When Sgt. Chris Vaughn (The 
Rock) returns to civilian life follow- 
ing an &-year stay in the service, 
he finds that things are a bit dif- 
ferent. The lumber mill where his 
father worked has closed down, | 


dles his longtime friendship with 
Ray (Johnny Knoxville of Jackass), 
whom he appoints as his new 
deputy. 

A role The Rock was born to play, | 
the vigilante sheriff uses any means | 
necessary to "lay the smack down" 
on his foes—including numerous 
WWE-style maneuvers. And while | 
many actors in Hollywood rely on 
stunt men to perform their intense 





"An action-movie lover's feast!" 


— UPN 


"Rock-solid action!" — Access Hollywood 
“Endlessly enjoyable and а lot of fun" — Fox 







young children are experimenting 
with drugs, adult novelty stores 
are cropping up, and the entire 
town is reliant on a corrupt casino 
owned and operated by Vaughn's 
former friend, Jay Hamilton (Neal 
McDonough). 

Within his first week back, 
Vaughn realizes just how corrupt 
both Hamilton and his town have 
become, and after Hamilton's wio- 
lent assault is ignored by the local 
police, Vaughn decides to take mat- 
ters into his own hands. 

He single handedly tries to 
destroy the casino, but fails, and 
subsequently challenges both 
Hamilton and the town’s legal 
system. After a 
dramatic victory, 
Vaughn decides 
to run for sheriff. 

Using noth- 
ing more than his 
hands, his wit, 
and a trusty 2x4, 
Vaughn springs 
into action, 
destroying every- 
thing in his path. 

On his journey, 
he also discovers 


a lost romance 
with an old flame, 
Deni (Ashley 


Scott), and rekin- | 








action 
scenes, The 
Rock does 
almost а! 
of his own 
stunts, 
many of 
which аге 
revealed \ 
оп “Fight жалын | | 

the Good амы ынаны 
Fight"—a Vaughn will de anything пес- 
bonus fea. ШШ to protect his family. 
turette included on the DVD. 

The release also includes several 
bonus features, such as deleted 
scenes, hilarious bloopers, an alter- 
nate ending, a photo gallery, and | 
the original theatrical trailer. | 

There is also optional audio com- | 
mentary by The Rock, as well as 
commentary by the director (Kevin 
Bray) and the crew. 

Altogether, this DVD contains 
several hours of action and excite- 
ment featuring the most electrify- 
ing man in sports & entertain- 
ment. | 

Г you liked watching The Rock | 
in his first two films, you won't be | 
disappointed by his latest flick. 

The Great One's physicality, ath- 
leticism, aura and sense of humor 
come through like never before and 
make Walking Tall a true action/ 
adventure masterpiece. W 
















































A Bloody Good 


By Michael Dworkis 
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If you are a fan of the fast fight- 
ing of Dragon Ball Z, then you 
need to check out 
action from FUNimation’s spec- 
tacular title, Yu Yu Hakusho 

The story revolves around a bo, 
named Yusuke Urameshi, and is 


the intense 


a tale of the supernatural battle 
between the forces of good and 
evil. The series begins when Yusuke 





Yu Yu Hakusho: In The Blood 


is killed in a car accident while res- 
cuing a young boy. His good deed 
doesn't go unnoticed—Koenma, 
the son of the King of the Spirit 
World, agrees to give him his life 
back in return for becoming a 
Spirit Detective of Earth. 

The series continues as Yusuke 
enlists the help of Kuwabara, his 
friend from school, to help him 
in his missions. They are joined 
by Kurama and Hiei, fighters who 
possess their own mysterious pow- 
ers. Together they take on the 
most perilous of quests. 

In previous DVDs, The Seven, 
Dark Indulgence, Dangerous Games, 
and Old Rivals—New Problems, 
Yusuke and his group of allies con- 
tinued their quest to stop Shinobu 
sensui—a former Spirit Detective 
—from opening a tun- 
between the Demon World 
the Living World to enslave 


-— | om И. 


gets closer to fac- 
g off with the maniacal Sensui, 
1 the others аге 


араға and 


E 

ш” 

я ы 
„= 


t ed Dy Sensui's partner, Itsuki, 
eaving Yusuke to face this ulti- 
mate evil alone, until the King of 
ne Spirit World's son, Koenma, 


n the newest DVD, /п the Blood, 
the story of Yu Yu Hakusho takes a 
turn for the worse as a horde of 
s are preparing to invade 
Koenma saves Yusuke from 
certain death after an 
initial encounter with 
Sensui. However, it 
seems that the fight 
vhich wages between 
ood and evil may 
ever end. 

Koenma is prepared 
to use an ultimate 
weapon to stop the 
demons from invad- 
па Earth, but with 
Kuwabara and the rest 
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Yusuke Urameshi (front) stands 
| ready wiih his allies (center) to 
| face his opponents (left & right). 


fight as humanity's last defense against evil. 


of Yusuke's teammates trapped | 
by Itsuki, it's up to Koenma and 
Yusuke to stop Sensui. Itsuki reveals | 
to Yusuke's friends the story of 
how Sensui rose to such immense 
power. 

The inevitable struggle comes to | 
a frightening conclusion as a huge | 
sacrifice is made to save humanity. 
Can the forces of good overcome | 
the evil of all evils? There is only | 
one way to find out who shall 
stand and who shall fall. 

If you like fast-paced fighting, 
and crave the mystical battles 
between good and evil, this series | 
will satisfy your craving. 

The DVD features English dub- 
bing, or Japanese with English sub- 
titles, as well as numerous extras, 
like in-depth character profiles, 
exclusive music from the series, 
and, best of all, trailers for upcom- 
ing episodes and special DVD 
releases that are must-haves for 
your collection. 

This DVD is uncut, and із rec- | 
ommended for age 13 and up. | 

Note: There is strong violence and 
mature language on this DVD, It is | 
important for parents to check the | 
rating of each DVD to make sure 
that content is suitable for young- 
sters. Ш 
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Available at: Staples Center Box Office, 
Online at: WWE.com or Ticketmaster.com 
cetmaster Charge By Phone: 213-480-3232 and 114-740-2000 
All Southern California ticketmaster locations 
including Robinson's-May, Wherehouse Music, 
Ritmo Latino and Tower Records 
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During а 1988 WWE tour of Europe, Hall of Famer Andre the Giant stopped off in Paris to strike a pose in front of 
the Arc de Triomphe, a French landmark. And we thought Andre was France's tallest wonder! 
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